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The student newspaper at USF St. Petersburg

There’s an
app for
that!

Blind veteran
and guide
dogs help
others in need

p.5

p.8

The end of a waterfront icon

Keeping
the campus
safe

University police
implement
new strategies
for crime
prevention
By Jeffrey Zanker
Staff Reporter

Courtesy of Joey Vars

The Pier, an inverted pyramid that was a symbol of St. Petersburg for more than 40 years, is tumbling
down as demolition crews prepare the site for another, $46 million attraction.
See story, more photos, p. 2

Certificates provide a helpful boost into
the world of grad school and job seeking
By Caitlin Ashworth
Staff Reporter

Upon ea rning a bachelor’s
degree, students can further their
studies by enrolling in specialized
graduate certificate programs.
USF St. Petersburg offers graduate certificates to focus a student’s
learning and enhance their career
options. The certificate programs
are open to non-degree seeking
students as well as those who want
concentrated instruction to supplement a master’s degree.
At USFSP, all graduate certificate programs pair with a graduate

degree; for instance, a certificate in
infant-family mental health contains courses that are required for
the psychology master’s degree
program.
Graduate admissions officer
Michael Slattery said the graduate
certificate programs can be used to
boost a student’s chances of getting
accepted into graduate school.
“It shows you can complete
graduate coursework and transfer
12 hours,” he said.
The programs vary from 9 to
15-credit hours of graduate level
courses, and cost the same amount
as graduate tuition. Up to 12 of

those hours can be transferred to a
master’s degree, however, completion of a certificate program does
not guarantee admission into a
graduate degree program.
USFSP graduate student Karlana
June, 40, is pursuing a certificate
in food writing and photography
alongside her journalism master’s
degree. All the certificate courses
are required for the degree except
for two extra courses, so she would
be earning the certificate anyway.
“So I graduate with a master’s
degree and a certificate for no extra
money,” said June.
USF psychology graduate Olivia

Leal, 23, said an infant-family and
mental health certificate could have
helped her chances into getting into
graduate school at USFSP.
“I had better grades and test
scores, but she had more experience
and a certificate,” said Leal about
her friend who was admitted into
the psychology master’s program.
However, Leal said she wonders
how much a certificate would have
helped her chances and isn’t sure
how much experience is expected
for graduate school admission.
Career Center director Lesa
Continued on p.3

As he was leaving Harbor Hall
one afternoon in August, USF
St. Petersburg student Nicholas
Palmer, 20, was accosted by a bicyclist who tried to grab his backpack.
When an off-campus security
vehicle pulled into a nearby parking lot, Palmer said, the would-be
robber fled empty-handed.
As unsettling as the incident
was, Palmer said he believes the
campus is a safe, secure area.
“Just be aware of your surroundings,” he said.
The university police chief David
Hendry said that’s excellent advice.
While crime on campus is rare, he
said, students should stay alert and
promptly report any suspicious
activity.
“Our department has a high
visibility rate, and most students
believe we are a safe campus,” he
said. “But always take precautions.”
Over the summer, university
police took steps to increase security at Residence Hall One, home
to approximately 350 students.
They added new security cameras,
eliminated some foliage behind the
building, and installed a blue emergency phone there.
Meanwhile, student government
plans to get involved in campus
security. Student Body President
Jozef Gherman said he hopes to
revive a so-called student Safe and
Free Escort Team (SAFE) team to
help campus police monitor parking lots and walkways.
Until it was disbanded in late
2010, students trained by university
police patrolled in six-seat golf carts
Continued on p.2
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USFSP Gym
Fitness Class
Schedule

Weapons
on campus

Hectic schedule? No worries. The
Fitness Center in the Student Life
Center gets beginners and exercise buffs alike in and out of a
certified fitness class in less than
an hour. Students can tone up,
burn extra calories, or just dance
to hot tunes. The Fitness Center
offers fun, social workouts, so
students can ditch the treadmill
and step into a more exciting
workout.
The Fitness Center recommends
arriving five minutes early for
classes. Bring water, a towel and
a friend. Check out this week’s
class schedule.
MONDAY, SEPT. 28
Sculpt and Shred / 12:15-1 p.m.
Yoga Flow / 12:15-1 p.m.
Lower Body Blast / 5:15-6 p.m.
Restorative Yoga / 5:15-6 p.m.
Upper Body Blast / 6:15-7 p.m.
Zumba / 6:30-7:15 p.m.
TUESDAY, SEPT. 29
Bootcamp Yoga / 12:15-1 p.m.
Sculpt and Shred / 12:15-1 p.m.
Booty Bootcamp / 5:15-6 p.m.
Full Body Strength / 6:15-7 p.m.
Hip Hop Cardio / 6:15-7 p.m.
Yoga / 7:15-8 p.m
Ab Attack / 7:15-7:45 p.m.

Courtesy of Wiki Commons

If a campus concealed carry law is enacted, police fear that the change will
significantly alter their duties, as well as university culture.

By F.R. Carlson
Crow’s Nest Contributor
A bill that would allow people
to carry concealed weapons on
Florida’s college campuses has
passed initial committee hurdles in
both houses of the state Legislature.
A similar proposal died last year,
and this year’s bill (House Bill 4001
and Senate Bill 68) would have to
clear more committees and both

houses before becoming law. The
2016 session begins in January.
David Hendr y, the chief of
USFSP’s police department, warned
that the proposal would significantly change the campus culture
and his staff’s duties.
“What I really worry about is
the change in culture,” Hendry
said. “Right now, everyone knows
that an exposed weapon on campus
is prohibited, and that makes ‘See
something, Say something’ work.’”

crowsneststpete.com

Concealed weapons in campus
bui ld ings wou ld a lso require
stepped-up security at “events that
we didn’t have to cover in the past,”
Hendry said.
The gun debate in Tallahassee
pits pro-gun forces led by the
National Rifle Association and an
organization called Florida Carry
LLC against state university presidents and police chiefs, the state
board that oversees high education,
and gun-control advocates.
The pro-gun forces say the proposal would help keep campuses
safe. They note that people must
undergo background checks before
they can get a concealed weapons
permit.
But opponents contend it would
compromise schools’ ability to provide a safe learning environment.
Permitting guns on campus would
make violence more likely, they say.
The hotly debated issue of oncampus firearms follows a court
case that pitted Florida Carry
against the University of North
Florida. An appellate court ultimately ruled that UNF could not
ban firearms if they are stowed in
vehicles on campus. That forced
the university system to change
its policy and allow people to keep
weapons in their vehicles.
The bill under consideration in
the Legislature would expand the
UNF case in a significant way. If
enacted, it would allow people with
concealed gun permits to take firearms into classrooms, dormitories,
the Student Life Center and other
campus buildings.

The Crow’s Nest attempted to
get comments from Florida Carry
LLC, but it had offered no response
at press time.
Information from the Tampa
Bay Times and the News Service of
Florida was used in this report.

The Pier

continued from cover

The Pier is
going, going...

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 30
Power Yoga / 12:15-1 p.m.
Zumba and More / 5:15-6 p.m.
Ab Attack / 5:30-6 p.m.
Hip Hop Cardio / 6:15-7 p.m.
Power Circuit / 6:15-7 p.m.
Body Blast / 7:15-8

By Joey Vars
Crow’s Nest Contributor
Courtesy of Wiki Commons

THURSDAY, OCT. 1
Booty Camp / 5:15-6 p.m.
Yoga / 5:15-6 p.m.
Hip Hop Cardio / 6:15-6 p.m.
Sculpt and Shred / 6:15-7 p.m.
Ab Attack / 7:15-7:45 p.m.

That would mean “we are no
longer sacred ground,” said chief
Hendry.
The legal issue turns on the question of whether state universities,
which are governed by the Florida
Board of Governors, can trump a
law enacted by the Legislature.
The UNF decision, which was
originally about guns in vehicles,
also weighed in on the authority of
the state board to regulate weapons
in the first place. Florida Carry, the
nonprofit that brought the lawsuit,
contends that universities do not
have the power to limit weapons.
Around the country, most states
either ban firearms outright on
campus or let their university systems make the call on how guns
are treated on campus. Eight states
– Colorado, Oregon, Wisconsin,
Kansas, Mississippi, Utah, Idaho,
and Texas – allow firearms on
campus to varying degrees.
At USFSP, reaction to the proposal to permit concealed weapons
on campus seems mixed.
An informa l sur vey on the
“USFSP The Know It All’s Guide
To Knowing It All!” showed a 50-50
split, with strong reaction on both
sides of the issue.

THEN: For decades, the city featured the facility in its promotional
material.

FRIDAY, OCT. 2
Restorative Yoga / 5:15-6 p.m.
Power Circuit / 6:15-7 p.m.
SUNDAY, OCT. 4
Yoga Flow and Let Go / 6:157 p.m.

NOW: By mid-October, the landmark will be gone.

Courtesy of Joey Vars

Halfway through its second
week of demolition, St Petersburg’s
famous Pier is beginning to lose
its characteristic shape. The Pier
was five stories high and opened in
1973. Over the years, it became an
icon of the city.
In these photos, taken Sept.
23, demolition crews from Sonny
Glasbrenner Inc., a Clearwater
demolition company, had already
removed a significant portion of
the structure’s western face. The
southwestern corner was collapsed
Sept. 22, sending a loud sound wave
reverberating across Beach Drive.
Shortly after these photos were
taken the northwestern corner was
collapsed in a similar manner. The
exterior lattice work and pyramidal
structure will be torn down, leaving
the four central caisson supports.

Since these caissons will be used
to support the new structure, they
will remain in the bedrock below
Tampa Bay.
Demolition of the pyramid
began Sept. 14, although removal
of the first floor retail area began
Aug.18. Sonny Glasbrenner has a
contract with the city to remove
the Pier in a 60-day time frame; the
entire building is expected to be
removed by Oct. 23. The Pier head
and approach will be demolished
by February 2016, with pieces going
to Albert Whitted Airport for seawall restoration.
Construction of a new pier – a
$46 million structure called Pier
Park – is scheduled to begin in early
2017.
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Students want to
make a difference
in local elementary
school

Campus security

continued from cover

Sean Leroux | The Crow’s Nest

Photo (left), campus police have
continued to ensure their high
visibility rate on university in hopes
of keeping crime rates low and
students feeling safe.

Lunch Pals: A mentoring opportunity

By Julia Marcuzzo
Staff Reporter
David Thompson is just a freshman, but he is already involved in a
new campus club that aims to help
students at a struggling elementary
school who come from troubled
homes.
The club, called Lunch Pals,
was star ted by sophomore
Kevin Erickson. It pairs USF St.
Petersburg students with youngsters at Campbell Park, an elementary school at 1051 Seventh Ave. S
that has some of the worst reading
and math scores in the state.
Each mentor from the university spends a half hour a week with
a Campbell Park student during
lunch time at the school. The mentors and students are matched
according to their interests, such as
sports or art.
The weekly meetings offer the
children an older friend to chat with
and make that day of the week special.
“We take the weekly commitment to be there very seriously,
because these kids look forward
to it,” said Thompson, who is both
secretary and director of communications for Lunch Pals.
As of now, Lunch Pals has 25
volunteers. Its goal is to have 60 volunteers in order to have a ratio of
one volunteer for every 10 children
at Campbell Park.
According to state education
officials, Campbell Park is one

of five St. Petersburg elementary
schools that rank among the 25
worst in the state. In a series of stories this fall, the Tampa Bay Times
labeled those five schools “Failure
Factories.”
Since the summer of 2013, the
university has had a partnership
with one of the other struggling
schools, Fairmount Park at 575 41st
St. S.
St udents f rom t he Col lege
of Education volunteer in classrooms there, lead field trips and
host summer camps on the USFSP
campus. This summer’s camp
included some students f rom
Campbell Park.
Lunch Pals will hold monthly
training programs for new volunteers. Its student mentors are not
obligated to bring the children gifts.
All that Lunch Pals asks is that students give their time.
“It’s a really meaningful exper ience bei ng able to con nec t
with someone and learn,” said
Thompson.
Lunch Pals will hold its first
mentor training session from 3 to
5 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 28, in the
ballroom of the University Student
Center. If you are unavailable that
day but still want to get involved,
use the information box below or
visit the Lunch Pals booth during
Harbor Walk.
For more information email projectlunchpalsusfsp@gmail.com

Courtesy of Carlos Childs

Four members of the Lunch Pals program meet at Campbell Park Elementary
School with Ron Diner, director of strategic community partnerships for
Raymond James Financial (far right). The club members are (from left)
president Kevin Erickson, secretary Claire Graham, liaison Sasha Rambo
and vice president David Thompson.

and gave rides to students, faculty
and staff.
“We’re reviving it [the SAFE
team] because student security
and safety is a top priority,” said
Gherman.
University campuses, especially
those in urban settings, can be a
magnet for transients and opportunistic criminals, and USFSP is
apparently no exception.
According to the campus police
2014-2015 annual report, there have
been 8 vehicle thefts, 7 burglaries, 4
aggravated assaults, 2 robberies and
4 rape cases that have been reported
in the last few years.
Last year a USFSP student was
arrested on a charge of sexual
assault and kicked out of school,
currently awaiting trial. In another

Certficates

continued from cover
Shouse said the certificate programs are helpful when job searching as the programs target coursework that certain employers might
look for.
“Anything that can show an
employer that you have the knowledge and skills is beneficial,” said
Shouse.
Although the tuition costs are
the same and most credits count
toward a degree, advisers don’t
oversee cer tif icate progra ms.
Students should contact the director of their respective certificate
program for specific admission
requirements.
Each subject’s program has varying requirements such as a bachelor’s degree in the field of study, an
undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or better,
and a letter of recommendation.
Undergraduate certificates are
also available. A creative writing
certificate is open to all students
who are hoping to expand their
writing skills.
An early childhood and family
studies certif icate is available
through the College of Education,
however, it has never been pursued.

incident, police said an intoxicated 31-year-old man threatened
two male students with a 3.78-inch
knife and followed his 19-year-old
girlfriend into RHO. Police ordered
a campus lock down and charged
the man – who was not a student
– with two counts of aggravated
assault.
A more typical incident came
Sept. 13, when freshman Emily
Grace Lind discovered that her
bicycle had been stolen from the
RHO bike rack. All that remained
was her front tire and U-Lock, a
heavy, rigid U-shaped metal ring
that attaches to the bike racks
crossbars.

its frame, adding a front tire and
riding away. The police informed
her that the same man had been
involved in similar bike thefts at
RHO.
A few weeks earlier, another bike
was also stolen on campus.
Lind, 18, bought another bike
and, at the suggestion of police,
keeps it in her room.
“I personally feel safe on campus,
but for my belongings, no,” she said.
Campus police advise students
with bikes to register them with the
police and get a U-lock. Students
who live on campus should store
their bikes in their rooms.
Students who get around on foot
can get escort rides with campus
police, Chief Hendry said.
If you need safe transportation or see some suspicious activity around campus, call (727) 8734140 or use the nearest blue phone.

Surveillance video showed a
man unscrewing the bike from

FOOD WRITING AND PHOTOGRAPHY
15-credit hours
Can be completed entirely online or through a combination of
online and face-to-face courses. Credits can be applied to a master’s
degree in journalism and media studies or digital journalism
and design.
For more information go to foodwriting.usfsp.edu

GEOSPATIAL SCIENCE
12-credit hours
Must have completed introductory GIS course or workshop within
the last five years or equivalent work experience. Admission is based
on academic merit and/or relevant work.
For information contact Dr. Barnali Dixon at bdixon@usfsp.edu

INFANT-FAMILY MENTAL HEALTH
12-credit hour includes a 3-credit hour practicum or internship.
Must have a bachelor’s degree in psychology, criminology, human
development, early childhood education, nursing or other social science related fields.
For information contact Lisa Negrini at lnegrini@esfsp.edu

LEADERSHIP MANAGEMENT
9-credit hours
Can transfer 6-credit hours to the MBA program at the Kate
Tiedemann College of Business. Only a B or higher will be considered for transfer into the MBA.
For information contact Dr. Alison Watkins at awatkins@usfsp.edu

MIDDLE GRADES DIGITALLY-ENHANCED
MATHEMATICS EDUCATION
15-credit hours
The certificate is comprised of courses designed to provide teachers with mathematical, pedagogical and technological foundation required to prepare middle school students for high school
mathematics.
For more information call (727) 873-4646
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Bull benefits Mother Kombucha
Grab a bite to eat, snag a coffee
or check out fine artwork with
USFSP’s Bulls in the Burg
By Emily Tinti
Staff Reporter
Being a “Bull in the Burg” really has its benefits -- with a waterfront
overseeing the beautiful bay, dozens of renowned venues, museums
and restaurants, and of course the constant push for environmentally-friendly ideas -- it’s no wonder more students are flocking to
St. Petersburg.
But the benefits extend farther than campus.
The Bulls in the Burg student discount program embraces the celebrated culture of student lifestyle and local businesses. By incorporating a wide variety of St. Petersburg locations, the program offers
students the opportunity to enjoy the downtown scene and support
participating businesses without having to break their budgets.
Check out the list below to see what local joints are participating:
SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM -- FREE
USFSP students can see this brilliant collection of famous artwork
for free. The Dali Museum is known to host temporary art exhibits
during the year that go along with the permanent collection, such
as the past Dali and Picasso collaboration, and the recent Dali & da
Vinci exhibit.
28% OFF
Tampa Bay Rowdies Games
Home Games: Al Lang 230 First Street S
25% OFF
St. Pete Brewing Company, Angelo’s Grill & Bar, Fig Cafe and
Hookah Lounge
20% OFF
Big Fish Printing Company, Westshore Pizza - 4th St., Helinger
Advertising, Raising Spirits, TropiCool, Salon LaRu
15% OFF
Carrabbas Italian Grill - 4th St., Tropical Smoothie - 6th Ave. S,
Starbucks - Hilton Bayfront, Savory Spice Shop, Flippers Pizzeria,
Community Cafe, The Eagle Cafe, Sennit Storage, Just Thai, niryasa (NEW!)
10% OFF
Tijuana Flats Burrito Company - 4th St., Lonni’s Sandwiches
Downtown, The Hooker Tea Company, Acropolis Greek Taverna,
Avid Brew Company, Daddy Kool Records, Central Perks Cafe, El
Cap Restaurant, Northeast Cycles, Ferg’s Sports Bar, Kahwa Coffee,
The Hanger, theAvenue, Dooners, Fit2Run,
The Cider Press Cafe (NEW!)

So what exactly
is this kombucha
stuff anyway?
By Angelina Bruno
Staff Reporter
Two years ago, two local kombucha homebrewers set out to create a
craft kombucha to share their love
of tea with St. Petersburg.
That vision has now become
a reality at Mother Kombucha,
a kombucha brewery owned by
Joshua Rumschlag and Tonya
Donati.
Kombucha is a sparkling tea
beverage loaded with probiotics,
enzymes, antioxidants and B vitamins. The drink is made by combining tea, sugar and a fermenting
culture called SCOBY. The SCOBY
eats up all the sugar in the fermentation process, and the result is
kombucha – a living, probiotic tea.
Due to the fermentation process, kombucha is left with trace
amounts of alcohol, approximately
.5 percent alcohol by volume.
The product is raw, unpasteurized, gluten free and vegan.
The tea beverage is made in large
metal vats in a small building just
outside of the downtown area, but

the compa ny d id n’t
a lways have
their own space
and started
out sel l i ng at
t he Satu rday
Morning
Market. The
Angelina Bruno | The Crow’s Nest
product is now Although kombucha is more widely available in
a v a i l a b l e i n growlrs and bottles, many enthusiasts prefer it be
numerous stores served from the tap.
and eateries such
as Locale Market, Old Southeast out at the beach, or after you’ve
Market and Community Cafe.
exercised, and a lot of people like to
During the first year, Mother enjoy kombucha after they’ve exerKombucha made much smaller cised,” said Rumschlag.
batches in a commissary kitchen,
To remedy this, he brews his
shared with many other Saturday kombucha with green tea and uses
Morning Market vendors, and has herbs and fruits to give the prodonly been in its own location since uct a light, fruity flavor with a little
May.
tang. It is also served cold, which
“We wanted to make kombu- makes it even more suitable for a
cha that was ethical, medicinal, hot Florida day.
Florida-based and drinkable,” said
Mother Kombucha has surfaced
Joshua Rumschlag, co-owner of all around the Bay Area in restauMother Kombucha.
rants, cafes and health food stores,
To create an ethical product, the and is served on draft or in bottles.
owners have committed to using
The Tavern sells two f lavors
fairtrade and organic ingredients of bottled kombucha so students
whenever possible, and can snag some fruity caffeine in
aims to pay all of their between classes. The nearest place
employees, including to try kombucha on draft is the
market salespersons, a Hooker Tea Company on Beach
living wage. As far as a Drive.
Florida-based kombuJust like beer, the tea is favored
cha goes, it’s all about on draft based on personal preferthe ingredients.
ence. The team can also be found
Rumschlag explained serving up draft kombucha at the
that many kombucha Saturday Morning Market, which
brewers in nor t hern starts back up Oct. 3.
states use darker, black
Rumschlag wants kombucha
teas, resulting in a more drinkers to taste all of the hard work
vinegary taste.
he and Donati put into Mother
“Vinegar is warming Kombucha. He also believes that
and you’re not going to local, craft kombucha brew is difwant to drink a warm- ferent than national brands – and
ing beverage if you’re in a good way.
Angelina Bruno | The Crow’s Nest

Similar to craft beer,
Mother Kombucha
is distributed locally
in kegs, often being
served in tap houses and
health food stores.

“You can taste the difference,”
he said. “Well, there’s a different
level of love you put into it.”

crowsneststpete.com
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6 apps for

campus
success

By Gianni Bessette
Crow’s Nest Contributor.
As the semester nears full swing, staying connected and prepared is imperative to student scholarship. Whether planning ahead for future procrastinated projects, or searching for the ideal place
to enjoy a night out on the town, this list covers
several free applications that may prove helpful to
a student’s daily lifestyle.

COMPANION

Android and iPhone
Imagine safety in the palm of your hand, and you have Companion– an app that utilizes a phone’s location as you make your way
home. The app provides real-time tracking to a friend that acts as a
“watchful eye” with the ability to come to the rescue if need be. In
addition, immediate contact to local police is just a tap away, making the journey much safer.

CANVAS

Android and iPhone
Gain instant access to assignments, grades and everything
academic by downloading Canvas by Instructure. The mobile
version of the online course program acts as a task manager for
approaching due dates with its calendar feature, while doubling
as a professor-pupil messaging service. It streamlines the learning
process and aids in staying on top of courses.

MYUSF

Android and iPhone
This essential on-campus app is loaded with detailed maps of each
campus, course information and tips to serve the USF community.
Whether you’re visiting the sprawling Tampa campus or trying to
find where kayaks are rented at USFSP, MyUSF won’t cease to be a
guiding light for newcomer navigation

GRUBHUB

Android and iPhone
Can’t decide where to delve into the depths of cuisine? Grubhub
is the foremost search engine for specified taste in delivery fare.
Simply type in your location and “craving” and watch as the app
pulls up restaurants that match the criteria with estimated prices,
wait times and delivery fees. This is the perfect app for any hungerburdened undergrad.

OPENTABLE

Android and iPhone
The quintessential app for making last-minute reservations and
checking out late night food options. Explore various categories of
local establishments that fit your particular taste, browse menus
and read reviews. OpenTable lists thousands of eateries across the
country, displaying price and ratings which helps take the hassle out
of hunting for your next dining destination.

GOCONQR
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Android and iPhone
As tests flood to-do lists and exams creep steadily closer, a routine of
studying could be the dividing line between exceeding expectations
and undermining potential. GoConqr is a vital source for reviewing information via flashcards, quizzes, “mindmaps” and notes to
perfect the learning experience. Use this free app to stay on track of
assignments and increase your learning potential.

Courtesy of Ivelliam Ceballo

Former marine
and USFSP alum
uses his journey
to help others

He works with guide
dogs to assist and
bring hope to wounded
veterans

By Ivelliam Ceballo
Crow’s Nest Contributor
On Aug. 22, 2004, St. Petersburg
native Michael Jernigan was a
Marine corpora l on patrol in
Mahmudiyah, Iraq, when a roadside bomb launched him 65 feet
from his Humvee.
Jernigan’s forehead was crushed
and both of his eyes were destroyed.
Throughout the next year, he had
more than 30 major surgeries, flat
lining during three of them.
“I was lost. I thought my life was
over, I really did,” he said.
Jernigan spent a total of 16
months living in hospitals and
rehabilitation facilities before he
was medically retired from the
Marine Corps on Dec. 29, 2005.
He co-founded Paws for Patriots
in mid-January 2006, a program
through Southeastern Guide Dogs
in Palmetto that supports veterans
who suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder, combat-related
injuries and those who have lost
their vision.
He met Brittani, a Labrador and
golden retriever mix, at a time in
his life when he felt alone.
He spent some time with her
before the two were paired during
training. On the second day of
class, March 28, 2007, the two were
left alone for about 30 minutes
to become acquainted with each
other. She tried licking his face
enthusiastically.

Brittani gave Jernigan the confidence to return to college. He
made it to Georgetown University
in the fall of 2007 after attending
community college in Virginia,
where he first learned how to navigate as a blind student. After a year
at Georgetown, he returned to his
hometown and transferred to USF
St. Petersburg. He appreciated that
the state university had brail outside the classrooms and the help
that its student disability services
department provided. When he
graduated in 2012, USFSP custommade a gown for Brittani.
Brittani is retired now, but his
new guide dog Treasure is making
his continuing success possible.
Jernigan, 36, is now the communit y outreach specia list at
Southeastern Guide Dogs, where
he meets with various organizations and corporations primarily
in Tampa Bay. He shares his story
and enjoys one-on-one opportunities to answer questions from sponsors and donors, as well as thanking them for keeping the nonprofit
organization going.
The guide dog school is one of
15 in the country that take on the
responsibility of raising the best
tail-wagging heroes for those in
need.
Southeastern Guide Dogs is
home to dogs that are bred and
trained to work as a team with visually impaired students to facilitate
mobility and independence. The
Continued on p.8
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Mission Statement: The Crow’s Nest
is committed to providing its readers
with news relevant to the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg and its surrounding comm unity. The Crow’s Nest
abides by the highest ethical standards
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Culture shock:
American attire
and lifestyle
differences

By Indhira Suero Acosta
Crow’s Nest Contributor

On my first
day at USF St.
Petersburg, I
was shocked.
I t houg ht
to myself –Do
you really wear
those clothes to
class?
Short pants and skirts, sleeveless shirts, eccentric hairstyles, hair
dyed in blue, pink – almost every
color of the rainbow.
It was my f irst time in t he
United States and the clothing in

comparison to my home in the
Dominican Republic made me feel
like I was in a different dimension.
Even though I come from a hot,
tropical island, we are conservative in terms of attire when attending college. I can’t imagine what
my professors back at home would
think if they came to teach here.
When I say Dominicans are
conservative, in terms of clothing,
I really mean it.
Now, I remember the numerous
times the English institute security
officer stopped me because I had a
sleeveless shirt, or when the principal from my primary school would

wait for all the girls outside the
classroom with nail polish remover.
I also think back to the dress
codes of the governmental institutions in my beautiful country. For
example, you can’t enter an official
organization wearing short pants
or f lip f lops. It’s curious how all
of that had become normal in my
mind. Seeing how different things
are here in St. Petersburg makes me
realize how diverse and unique the
world is.
Another aspect of American
culture that surprised me was the
silence. I come from a very bustling
country and every day starts with
a different sound. The streets are
filled with people talking loudly,
traders selling their merchandise
using megaphones, lots of music –
and that makes it very picturesque.
In the U.S. it’s the complete
opposite, especially in classrooms.
If students decide to talk to one
another, it’s normally in low voices,
but most just stare at their cellphones while waiting for the professor to arrive.
One A mer ic a n f r iend who
spent 10 months doing research in
the Dominican Republic told me

that she found it really funny that
Dominicans talk to anyone, about
everything, everywhere. So, for
me, to enter a class filled with silent
people was a shock. At first I didn’t
know how to act and all I could
think was –Why don’t they speak?
These two aspects represented
a challenge for me, but if you find
yourself in my position when traveling to another country, it’s important to accept the differences you
encounter and just breathe.
I like to think of myself as a
blank page expecting to be filled
with new experiences and stories.
I think that if human beings
could learn to respect different
values and traditions our world
would be much better.

Indhira Suero Acosta is a graduate
student in journalism and media
studies. She can be reached at indhirasuero@mail.usf.edu

Trump’s in the lead,
but not with women

By Moriah Parrish
Crow’s Nest Contributor

Over the past few weeks, there
have been two Republican presidential debates. The media coverage following the televised sessions
has highlighted who was the “most
searched” during and after the
debate. Thus far,
Dona ld Tr u mp
reig ns supreme
for being the most
fascinating to us
Googlers. Maybe
we’re still trying
to figure out his
h a i r. Perh ap s
people are really
excited about the prospect of a billionaire president.
I’m hoping though – really
hoping – that others, like me,
simply can’t look away from a good
train wreck.
Donald Trump does not have a
good track record with women.
Currently on his third marriage,
ex-wives of the Donald have not
always been kind in their remembrance of their marital experience.
A lt hough, of course, when
reminded of stark statements from
the past, Ivana Trump has changed
her tone just in time for the presidential race, making light of past
allegations and even giving him
a personal endorsement for the
office. A gag order on speaking of
their time together probably has

something to do with her softer
recollection.
The Daily Beast did a fascinating in-depth story called Ex-wife:
Donald Trump made me feel violated during sex.
Besides his treatment of women
as a husband, Trump has recently
made questionable and concerning statements regarding women
during this early stage of campaigning. Most are, by now, familiar with his comments on Megyn
Kelly’s probing questions during
the first presidential debate.
In case not, a quick recap: Kelly
pressed Trump about past sexist
remarks he had made in the media.
He denied the accusation, saying he

Courtesy of Wiki Commons

As the current GOP front runner,
Trump has an undeniable media
presence. Consequently, his
controversial views have been
met with serious backlash from
the feminist community.

had only ever applied words like
“pig” and “dog” to Rosie O’Donnell
and laughed it off. Incidentally,
Rosie is a woman and those words
are still offensive when applied to
her or any human, for that matter.
He responded later on Twitter,
referencing Kelly, with, “… you
could see there was blood coming
out of her eyes. Blood coming out
of her wherever.” He then denied he
was referencing menstruation.
What else he intended to mean
is not clear. Most recently, he was
upset about Kelly’s coverage of him
on Fox News, and tweeted his continued disdain.
“Do you ever notice that lightweight @megynkelly constantly
goes after me, but when I hit back it
is totally sexist.”
Yes, Mr. Trump, we noticed.
Mainly because you were totally
sexist in your remarks. You alluded
to her hormones being the reason
she asked you a question you didn’t
like. You couldn’t and wouldn’t
have said that about a man. That’s
what sexism is.
Na t u r a l l y, C a r l y Fi o r i n a ,
Trump’s only female Republican
opponent, has not been immune
to his condescending views. In an
interview with Rolling Stone, he
commented on Fiorina’s appearance on TV.
“Look at that face! Would anyone
vote for that? Can you imagine
that, the face of our next president.
I mean, she’s a woman and I’m not

s’posedta say bad things, but really,
folks, come on. Are we serious?”
When pressed, Trump claims
those comments were in reference
to Fiorina’s track record while running Hewlett-Packard. What the
connection is between a woman’s facial features and her business record eludes me. Strangely
enough, the public is still waiting
for Trump’s derisive comments on
the other male candidates’ facial
aptitude for running a business and
the nation.
Here’s the connection that has
me intensely worried: Trump’s
absurd statements have not been
met with outcry, disdain, or a
sharp drop in popularity within his
party. In fact, disturbingly enough,
Trump still leads the Republican
pack, and polls strongly favorable
among GOP women.
I cannot wrap my mind around
rewarding disrespect for people
based on gender with financial
and political support, especially
as a member of that gender. Here’s
hoping that train wreck completely
derails before this election gets
serious.

Moriah Parrish is a junior majoring in biology. She can be reached at
parrishm@mail.usf.edu
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October Events

misc.

By Lauren Hensley
Staff Reporter

FIRST FRIDAY BLOCK PARTY – FRIDAY, OCT. 2
On the first Friday of every month, downtown St. Petersburg hosts an outrageous
block party. First Friday showcases great bands, killer drinks and phenomenal food
that can’t be beat.
5:30 p.m. to 3 a.m. // downtown St. Petersburg
TAMPA BAY RAYS VS. TORONTO BLUE JAYS – FRIDAY THROUGH
SUNDAY, OCT. 2-4
Support the Tampa Bay Rays as they take on the Toronto Blue Jays at Tropicana
Field. Stay after the game on Saturday, Oct. 3 for the Steve Aoki postgame concert
Games start Friday at 7:10 p.m., Saturday at 6:10 p.m. and Sunday at 3:10 p.m. //
Tickets start at $19 // Tropicana Field
BROCANTE VINTAGE MARKET – SATURDAY & SUNDAY, OCT. 3-4
This monthly market features 15,000 square feet of unique vintage treasures. You
won’t find a true vendor-run market with such an incredible variety of antique
items anywhere else.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. // 2200 Second Ave. S
MISTERWIVES – WEDNESDAY, OCT. 7
If indie pop is your jam, you’ll want to check out Misterwives. Their sound is best
described as an unusual blend of synth pop, folk and indie rock. Don’t miss the
chance to see them in concert!
Doors open at 7 p.m. // $27.25 // State Theater, 687 Central Ave.
2ND SATURDAY ART WALK – SATURDAY, OCT. 10
The arts scene hits the streets for St. Petersburg’s monthly 2nd Saturday Art Walk,
where participants can experience more than 40 galleries, like the McClellan Glass
and Morean Arts Center, after hours. Free trolley rides are available all night to take
you to participating galleries throughout the city’s five districts.
5-9 p.m. // downtown St. Petersburg // stpeteartsalliance.org
TAMPA BAY ROWDIES VS. OTTAWA FURY – SATURDAY, OCT. 10
Support the Tampa Bay Rowdies as they take on the Ottawa Fury.
Game starts at 7:30 p.m. // Tickets start at $21 // Al Lang Stadium
LOCALICIOUS: EAT LOCAL DRINK LOCAL WEEK – OCT. 16-25
Savor local flavor this week as Keep St. Pete Local celebrates the city’s locally-made
food and drink, restaurants, breweries, markets and more.
keepsaintpetersburglocal.org // St. Petersburg
KEVIN NEALON – SATURDAY, OCT. 17
Prepare to laugh your pants off as this former Saturday Night Live cast member
brings his act to St. Petersburg.
Show begins at 8 p.m. // Tickets start at $37 // The Palladium Theater
JASON ALDEAN – FRIDAY, OCT. 23
Get ready for a boot-stompin’ good time as this country superstar is returning to the
Bay during his Burn It Down tour. Expect to rock out to songs off his latest album,
Old Boots, New Dirt, along with classic Aldean hits. Get your tickets before they
sell out.
Show begins at 7:30 p.m. // Tickets start at $25 // Mid-Florida Credit Union
Amphitheater, Tampa
OUT OF THE DARKNESS WALK – SATURDAY, OCT. 24Hosted by The
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, this fundraising walk aims to help
raise awareness for suicide prevention. Thanks to walkers and donors, AFSP has
been able to set a goal to reduce the annual suicide rate 20 percent by 2025.
9 a.m. to noon // Free - donations strongly encouraged // South Straub Park - 250
Bay Shore Dr. NE
7TH ANNUAL FLORIDA HALLOWEEN HALFATHON AND 5K RACE –
SATURDAY, OCT. 31
Have a howling good time at this festive race. A half marathon and 5K course will
be set up at Fort De Soto Park. Costumes are encouraged. There will be awards for
best costumes in a variety of categories. After you cross the finish line, stay for a
post-race party complete with food, drinks, tricks and treats on the beach.
7 a.m. // Fort De Soto Park // floridahalloweenhalfathon.com
THE WORLD’S LARGEST FOOD TRUCK RALLY 4 – SATURDAY,
OCT. 31
More than 100 food trucks from across the country will be gathered in Albert
Whitted Park for this scrumptious rally hosted by Generation Food Truck.
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. // Tickets start at $10 // Albert Whitted Park, 480 Bayshore Drive SE
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Veteran

continued from p.5
students participate in a 26-day
program on the approximately
35-acre campus. The training is offcampus and includes real life situations that help students learn to
trust the service dogs to guide them
through their day-to-day living.
“It’s amazing what a little puppy
love can do,” Jernigan said
According to Jacqui Garvey,
t he puppy kennel manager at
Southeastern Guide Dogs, the puppies are kept there for about seven
weeks. Then a person or family,
known as a puppy raiser, takes care
of the pup for 14 to 20 months, until
he or she is trained and matched

with a visually impaired person
who best suits their personality.
Jernigan has a new mission - to
help save lives and have a positive
impact on his community. He has
a motivational speaking business
and is writing a book.
The veteran wrote 14 blogs for
the New York Times website and
one was featured in the opinion
section of the newspaper. He hopes
His book will help readers learn
how to develop personal direction
in life as he has.
“I’ve been g iven a second
chance,” Jernigan said. “I don’t
want to waste it.”

Courtesy of Ivelliam Ceballo

(Above) Jernigan outside the
Tavern with Treasure, his new
21-month-old guide dog.

(Right) After graduating from USFSP in
2012, Jernigan stands with his family and
former guide dog Brittani in her speciallymade gown.

Courtesy of University of South Florida St. Petersburg

German brewing giant takes on St. Pete
An historic building that has stood the test of
time is now home to a Munich-based brewhouse

By Sean LeRoux
Staff Reporter

million last September, Joe and
Mike Matuschka, the father-son
duo that also owns Hof brauhaus
If German cuisine, live music Chicago, got to work.
In order to preserve the buildand beers by the liter are your thing,
then you’re in luck –St. Petersburg ing’s traditiona l architecture,
now has its own full-sized German the Matuschkas decided to forgo
building a brewery and went with
beer garden.
a beer garden
Founded by the
a nd restauDuke Wilhelm V
rant. Instead
of Bavaria in 1589,
of brewing the
Hof brauhaus got
beer on site,
its start as the offit he y i mpor t
cial Royal Brewery
it directly
in Munich,
from Munich.
G e r m a n y. A s
However, the
years passed, the
future possibeer grew in popbility of buildu larit y and t he
ing an indemand from
house brewing
bot h com monarea remains.
ers and royal serThe buildvants increased,
ing, a St.
eventually leading
Petersburg
to King Ludwig’s
landmark
decision to open
since its comthe brewhouse to
Sean Leroux | The Crow’s Nest
pletion in
the public in 1828.
Hofbrauhaus offers beer in
1929, has a hisB y 18 52 , t h e
liter, half-liter and third-liter
tory nearly
State of Bava ria
steins. On opening night,
as rich as
took on the
it went through 90 kegs, or
Hofbrauhaus
ownership of
4,500 liters of beer.
itself. Although
Hofbrauhaus.
t he st r uc t u re
Fast forward to
September 2015 and Hofbrauhaus started out as a cafeteria for tourhas opened one of its first locations ists, and later downtown workers
in the southeastern United States, and residents, it was most recently
right in the heart of St. Petersburg. used by the St. Petersburg Times as
A f t e r p u r c h a s i n g t h e a staff cafeteria and meeting place.
E xclud i ng t he add it ion of
15,0 0 0 -squa re-foot bu i lding that once housed the his- Hof brauhaus’s main bar, which
toric Tramor Cafeteria for $2.7 stretches nearly the entire length

of the building, a majority of the
architecture remains untouched.
The large archways, indoor balcony,
and sky motif painted on the ceiling
have all been preserved by the the
Matuschkas.
The sizable balcony is now home
to bands flown in from Austria or
Germany on a monthly basis, who
you can see belting out favorites like
“Sweet Caroline,” a song German
beer gardens are known for blaring.
The band members stay in a condo
owned by the Matuschkas on First
Street NE.
In addition to the beer selection,
which includes the original lager,
hefeweizen, dunkel and oktoberfest
- Hofbrauhaus offers a menu full of
traditional German fare including
schnitzel, spaetzel, pretzels, strudel
and various sausages.
Servers are clad in traditional
dirndls and lederhosen and will
not hesitate to paddle you with the
wooden plank that shots are served
on.
There is also a full liquor bar for
those who aren’t a fan of hops.
For those looking to escape the
intensity of the loud indoor seating
area, the outdoor section offers a
more calm, quiet atmosphere with
plenty of seating.

Courtesy of R. Kendall Williams

(Above) During WWII, postcards depicting the cafeteria were sold to garner
support for the troops. On the card, planes were added to the building’s
famous ceiling motif, which Hofbrauhaus owners chose to preserve after
their purchase.

(Below) The Mauschkas chose to preserve most of the Tramor Cafeteria’s
original architecture, which left Hofbrauhaus St. Petersburg with a unique
indoor balcony, large archways and a painted ceiling motif.
Sean Leroux | The Crow’s Nest

Although the pricing is a bit
steep, Hof brau haus of fers a n
authentic German beer hall experience just a few blocks north
of the university. For those in
search of delicious food and beer,
Hofbrauhaus is just the place.

If you go… Hofbrauhaus is located at 123 4th St. S, St. Petersburg / (727) 893 3333 or http://www.hofbrauhausstpetersburg.com/

